
Volume 2, 

Issue 8 

We welcome newsletter submissions, suggestions, comments.   

Co-editors: Katie Gove (keg.5671@gmail.com), Jack Laflamme (ccb50@comcast.net) 

Tournament Correspondent: Maureen Blanton (mblanton1160@gmail.com 

Special Issue 
June, 2020 

  Pickleball in Punta Gorda Resumes  

as players cautiously return to the courts 

On Wednesday, May 6th, The Punta Gorda City Council gave the go-

ahead to reopen recreation spots around the city effective Friday, May 8th. As of 

Friday, the city’s pickleball courts at Gilchrist Park were available for play, as 

were the Charlotte County courts at South County Regional Park. 

PicklePlex® of Punta Gorda also announced the reopening of their courts on the 

campus of Florida Southwestern State College effective Friday, May 8th. 

This special issue is in celebration of our return to the courts! 

 



Pickleplex® Re-opening —May 8th, 2020 

The re-opening of Pickleplex® brought back numerous familiar faces to the courts, with appropriate social 

distancing and an increased frequency of singles play and hand sanitizer. Below is a collage of some of the 

many players who welcomed the opportunity to get back on the courts. 



From the PicklePlex® Board of Directors 

May 6, 2020 

PicklePlex® COVID-19 Pickleball Etiquette 

Yeah!  We are going to be open again! The eyes of Charlotte County will be upon us, so we need 

to demonstrate what we know to be true---- Pickleball players know how to follow the 

rules.  Open Friday, May 8. Sunrise to sunset (no lights) daily. 

 

Required practices: 

• Social distancing is a must- please stay 6’ apart from each other especially when waiting for 

your next game. 

• Please do not touch your face and wash your hands often. 

• Please bring your own chairs. There will be no seating at the tables. 

• Please wait until the previous group is completely out of the court and away from the gate 

before you begin to enter. 

• Please bring your own hand wipes or sanitizing liquid. (a mixture of 4 tsp. of laundry bleach 

to 1 qt. of water works well)- please use outside the court area only! 

• Please bring your own water. The drinking fountain will not be available. 

• Paddles will be stacked in single file so that the handles do not touch. Please only touch your 

own equipment – no sharing or trading of paddles.  Clean the handles and balls between 

games. 

• Please do not touch paddles or high five at the end of games – just say “Good game” or wave 

your paddles. 

• When you have finished play, please practice social distancing. It is better not to stand 

around visiting until other statewide restrictions are lifted. 

 

Suggested practices if you need to be more cautious when playing: 

• Set up play dates with your own group of players. 

• Play singles or skinny singles- one game to 11 win by 2 then exit the court if others are wait-

ing to play 

• Play in the afternoon when the courts are less crowded. 



From the City of Punta Gorda 



Reopening News 

On Friday, May 8th, NBC2, WBBH-TV of Fort Myers did a news segment 

on the reopening of pickleball courts in Charlotte County and the City of 

Punta Gorda, which included Deb Sarkisian, President of Peace River 

Picklers and Gloria Reilly, Secretary-Treasurer of Pickleplex® of Punta 

Gorda, as well  as some local players in action. The article and video may 

be seen at the following link: 

 https://www.nbc-2.com/story/42109197/pickleball-tennis-courts-reopen-in-

 

 

 

The USA Pickleball Association published their “Covid-19 Return To Play 
Guidance on Safe Return to Play” with considerable detail on a number of re-
lated “return-to-play” subjects. As stated therein, “The purpose of this docu-
ment is to compile and summarize pertinent information to support safe and 
appropriate recreational play practices for players during the expected transi-
tion period back to regular pickleball activity”.   

This document may be viewed at the following link: 

https://www.usapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/COVID-19-RETURN-TO-
PLAY_USAPA.pdf  

WINK-TV of Fort Myers also televised a piece on May 8th on the reopening 
of both pickleball and tennis in Punta Gorda, with a focus on Gilchrist Park. 
The WINK article and video can be seen at the below link: 

https://www.winknews.com/2020/05/08/with-pickleball-courts-open-across-charlotte-
county-players-find-new-normal/  



Images that became a part of daily life 

 

  



 

 

Picklers in Charlotte County are looking for ways to help. 

 The landscape has changed since the December World Pickleball Championship at the PicklePlex®. As we 
inch back during reopening, life has shifted from the nets down, empty courts, and community closure. To-
day, as we work toward reopening, we see many changes. 
 
 We see a community in need. 
 
In response to the COVID-19, to stay safe and keep our community healthy, we went into quarantine. The ef-
fects are devastating and far-reaching. The economy came to a standstill. With the business of pickleball 
down, revenues that help run the courts disappeared. When the US Open Pickleball Championships in Na-
ples, Florida, canceled, money was lost. According to Jack Wert, executive director of the Naples, Marco Island 
Everglades Convention and Visitors Bureau, the estimated loss in taxes and hospitality is 2 million dollars in 
Collier County. PicklePlex® and Peace River were also affected after receiving no tournament income due to 
cancelations; the fees for leagues and court rentals also disappeared. Hopefully, we can get back to our tourna-
ment schedule soon. 
 
How can the pickleball community help prevent the Coronavirus from further impacting our friends and 
neighbors in Charlotte County?  
 
All sectors of our community have been affected. One of the hardest hit is the hospitality industry as many out 
of work are finding themselves in the food lines. The players felt helpless. How could we help? Typically, over 
the year, we would run several food drives at the courts for the collection of non-perishables. With no play 
and social distancing, members from Peace River and the players from Pickleplex® set up a virtual food drive. 
 
Non-profits helping non-profits.  
 
 The fundraiser, posted on Peace River Picklers Inc. and Pickleplex® Facebook pages, generated four times the 
expected goal! As of this writing, 61 people contributed, coming in shy of $4000.00. Thank you. The all-
volunteer local food banks at St Vincent de Paul will use the funds for food to replenish their shelves. The vol-
unteer resources and supplies are still low, demand is high, and we will continue to see our non-profits, who 
serve the community in need, as well as the clients they serve.  
 
Now what? Check out the new normal. 
 

As we slowly venture out, armed with the knowledge on how to stay safe, get out and safely visit the neigh-

borhood. Check out your favorite mom-and-pop restaurant. Maybe they have a great set up for take out, if not 

safe dining. Call in a take out order, or set up a delivery. See if our local shops are selling online or taking ap-

pointments. Keep an eye out to see where and how you can help. When you do go out stay safe and social 

distance on. 

 

  

  

            



Singles pickleball variations...Let’s go to court! 

Most of us are familiar with the full USAPA pickleball court specifications (pictured below), and this is where 

we usually practice and play, be it singles or doubles. The advent of the coronavirus, however, may very well 

mean that a return to the courts will require more singles play due to social distancing. But, full court singles is 

physically quite demanding and not well suited to many older pickleball players. So let’s look at the game of 

“skinny” singles and some of the play and court options. 

                  The USAA standard pickleball court                Skinny singles   

          opposite court 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

In skinny singles, only one half of the court is used, but there are many variations. It can be played diagonally and changed 

at each serve or it can be played using just the half court directly opposite from each player.  

When playing diagonally, you serve into the opposite court like you do for any match and continue play in the side of the 

court you served into. Players can decide in advance which diagonal courts they will use for their entire match. Play on the 

“even” side (the right-hand court for each player) provides primariy forehand practice while playing on the “odd” side (the 

left-hand court for each player) provides backhand practice.  

Another “skinny” variation is each player playing in whichever court matches her/his score. So at 0-0 you are playing diag-

onally cross court in normal starting positions. At 1-0 you are playing head to head in opposite courts. Then you would be 

back to cross court at 2-0 or at 1-1.  

Another form is to serve cross-court as normal, and your opponent returns the ball to the court in front of him or her. And 

you both keep playing on that (the receiving) half of the court – just remember after serving, you need to quickly move to 

that side of the court! Each players service court is determined by his score—the server with an even score (0,2,4, etc) serves 

from the right hand court, but with an odd score would serve from the left hand court. 

When you are restricted to half the court, your margin of error is considerably reduced. You must play the ball in the half-

court, with little room for passing shots, so you need to be accurate. This will pay dividends when you do return to playing 

doubles games. 

Playing singles on a full sized pickleball court is physically very demanding. For those who love playing this version of the 

game, one of the above options may be a welcome choice. After all, the game of tennis has a reduced area for singles. Why 

not pickleball? 



PEACE RIVER 

PICKLERS 

Mission Statement: 

 

The mission of Peace 

River Picklers, Inc. 

pickleball club is to 

promote pickleball 

through education, 

clinics and competitive 

t o u r n a m e n t s  t o 

residents of Charlotte 

C o u n t y  a n d 

surrounding areas as 

well as providing 

opportunities for 

competitive and social 

pickleball activities. 

Our overall theme is to 

e n c o u r a g e 

sportsmanship and 

camaraderie  through 

fun and exercise. 

 

Peace River Picklers 

https://www.peaceriverpicklers.com/  

Facebook :Peace River Picklers 

———————————- 

 PicklePlex®  

https://www.pickleplex.org/  

Facebook: Pickleplex of Punta Gorda 

As your new editors, we take this opportunity to express our thanks and gratitude to Ginny 

MacDonald and Sue Meyer for founding this club publication and doing a fantastic job of 

nursing it through its first two years. They were the architects, the creators, the designers of 

this fine club resource and we will be hard-pressed to follow in their shoes. Their efforts are 

much appreciated, and they will always be “Editors Emeriti”. 

Memorial Day May 25th 

Flag  Day June 14th 

Fathers’ Day June 21st 

LevelUp Pickleball Camp (with 

Tyson McGuffin) @ Pickleplex® 

Oct 16, 17, 

18 

PicklePlex® Tournament Oct 31-

Nov 1 

World Pickleball Championship 

@ Pickleplex® 

Dec 16-20 

APP Master’s Tournament @ 

PicklePlex® 

Jan 6-10, 

2021 

Future Events 

Up for a creative challenge? 

We are looking for your suggestions on a slogan for the new pickleball 

social distancing and safe play guidelines. While we hope to return to 

something near “normal” at some point, that point might be a while in 

coming. In the meantime, we would like to find a slogan, a phrase, an 

expression that could represent the current guidance for play on the 

pickleball courts. If you have a proposal, please submit it by June 1st to 

either of our editors listed on the first  page. 

Of course, we would need to recognize the best entry with an appropri-

ate reward….we’re thinking maybe a bottle of hand sanitizer, a mask 

and a package of wipes. Plus recognition in the July/August issue of that 

prominent and widely read pickleball publication  



PRP has a Facebook page. If you have difficulty 

receiving email blasts, consider joining us on Fa-

cebook as our page will keep you updated on cur-

rent club news. You can use the below link or, 

while on Facebook, search for “Peace River Pick-

lers”. 

Miscellaneous Announcements 

 

 

Having issues receiving PRP email BLASTS???  Be-

low are email addresses to add to your email contact 

list  which might (hopefully) eliminate the problem.  

Also, be sure to check your SPAM folder or adjust 

your e-mail settings if needed.  

peaceriverpicklers@pb04.ascendbywix.com 

peaceriverpicklers@pb04.wixshoutout.com 

peaceriverpicklers@gmail.com 

ATTENTION  MEMBERS 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 

881124178732695/  

 

In Punta Gorda: 

PicklePlex® FSW Campus , 26300 Air-

port Road 

Gilchrist Park, West Retta Esplanade 

South County Rec Center, 670 Cooper 

Street 

In Port Charlotte: 

Harold Avenue Rec Center, 23400 

Harold Avenue 

In Englewood: 

Tringali Sports Center,  3460 N. Ac-

cess Road 

Do you shop on Amazon? 

Did you know that when ordering merchandise on Amazon,  

you could be donating to PicklePlex®?  

By changing your online shopping location to https://smile.amazon.com/  and designating Pick-

lePlex of Punta Gorda as your charity, 0.5% of the purchase price will go to them. You’ll be able 

to tell you’re shopping on the right page if you see the AmazonSmile logo in the corner of the 

page and “Supporting PicklePlex of Punta Gorda Inc” below the search bar. A painless was to 

give. 



We lost one of our local pickleball players this week. Johnny Carroll, best known as “Johnny Two 

Shades” lost his battle with his pain. He will always be remembered as that colorful, unique per-

sonality. Almost always with 2 pairs of glasses, sometimes with two paddles and a cane, he would 

still hit some amazing shots! He loved his music, stuffed bear, and his pickleball friends. We un-

derstand that he was an outstanding college basketball player and a poker player by profession. 

With all his physical injuries, he was still a competitive pickleball enthusiast. We imagine that we 

all have our favorite “Johnny” stories. We invite you to come out and celebrate his life by wearing 

an outfit that Johnny would have approved to play pickleball to music and share your stories on 

Wednesday, May 20th. Plan to gather around 6 pm.  

Facebook posting by Ted Kegeris, President, Pickleplex® of Punta Gorda, Inc. on May 13, 2020 

In Memoriam 

May 13, 2020 


