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MEET THE MEMBERS... 

Introducing Andy Guittierez 

It is our pleasure to feature Andy Guittierez, one of PRP’s IPTPA instructors.  Andy 

is an IPTPA Certified Instructor Level 2, as well as a Certified Rating Specialist 

(CRS), able to rate players at all levels.  His words describe better his background 

and future goals. 

My pickleball journey began in May of 2012.  I was 

introduced to the game by a former racquetball play-
er and friend, Dave Werner.  Initially, Dave had 
been asking me to join him in playing pickleball for 

2 years, but I had no interest, coming from a rac-
quetball background. One day when I was frustrated 
with racquetball, I agreed to play with him.  This 

began my love of pickleball, six and a half years 
ago.  At the start, I made all of  the classic begin-
ners’ mistakes:  hitting balls too hard and long, fall-

ing into the kitchen with my forward momentum, 
and an illegal serve from 40 years of playing  

 We welcome newsletter submissions, suggestions, comments. 

Co-editors:  Ginny MacDonald (macdonald24520@gmail.com)  Sue Meyer (suemeyer@umich.edu) 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR! 

Jan 1 

Memberships (new and re-

newals) continue this month. 

Have you re-joined? 

Jan 1-31 

PRP shirt sale-South County 

(see p. 6) 

Jan 9-26 

Annual PRP General 

Membership Mtg (see p 2) 

Jan 12 

4-6 pm

Tyson McGuffin and 

LevelUp Camp.  Two ses-

sions, 5 hrs/day for 3 days 

(see p 4) 

Jan 28-30 

and 

Feb 1-3 

Dragon Boat Try (see p 2) Feb 9 

Picklers’ Challenge Final 

Round Robin Party (see p 3) 

Feb 10 

PRP Tournament (more info 

on p.2), stay tuned for more 

April ?? 

   Calendar 

REMINDER !!! 

The Annual PRP General Membership Meeting will be held 

on January 12, 2019, at South County Regional Park, 

Cooper Street. Please attend, as an  important vote will be 

held to elect new members to  the Board. (more info page 2) 

racquetball and squash.  The sport appealed to me because it was something new, had a social 

aspect to it, and felt like being on a co-ed softball team.  Another bonus was being outside in the Florida sunshine.  This all 
came at a time in my life where I was open to being physically and mentally challenged by a new sport.  I became hooked!  I 
began incorporating my many years of coaching racquetball and squash (winning several Florida Senior titles) and started 

using those mindsets into my pickleball strategies. 

I was blessed to meet and befriend a young man named Kyle Yates, one of the top pros in the pickleball world today.  We 

trained on the courts and in the gym, as well as worked on his mental/inner game for a few years.  Kyle has since won nu-

merous National and US Open titles.   

I first became aware of Peace River Picklers five years ago when the courts first opened at Gilchrist Park.  My first experi-

ence at Gilchrist was playing Cary Carney and I found the scenery captivating along the Peace River with sunsets on the 

courts. As a member of PRP, my goal is to assist players to progress in their game, from playing it like checkers to using the 

elements of chess with my “Strategic Pickleball Training Program” which I developed. 

This past summer, I traveled 20,000 miles touring our beautiful country and Canada instructing participants in my “Strategic 

Pickleball Training Program” and working with over 200 players.  I was so blessed to travel, meet new people, and live my 

passion.   (Continued on page 2.) 
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PRP HAPPENINGS 

MEET THE MEMBERS… 

(continued from page 1) 

Announcement!!! 

PRP’s Annual Tournament 

Now Planned for April, 2019 

(Membership not required) 

More info in February Newsletter 

NEW DATE!!! 

Once again, we are looking for PRP members who wish to expe-

rience the thrill and chal-

lenge of Dragon Boating! 

Now that the busy Holi-

day season is over, we are 

hoping you find time to 

join us for a fun Saturday 

on the water!  The new 

date will be Feb 9th. 

Come out for a fun Satur-

day on the water!  To con-

tact, cut/paste into your 

brower:   l.coe49@gmail.com if interested in participating! 

PRP ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON JAN 12th!!! 

12:00–4:00 pm:   Play Pickleball  at South County Rec Center, inside and outside 

4:00-5:00 pm:  Meeting, South County Rec Center 

5:00-6:00 pm:   Refreshments served 

     6:00 -7:00 pm:    Play pickleball 

Our official membership renewal month of November is over.  However, PRP 

will continue to accept new members as well as renew memberships on the 

web-site.  Be advised that it may take upwards of 2-3 weeks to process 

membership requests.  Copy/paste the following to your web browser: 

www.peaceriverpicklers.com

ANDY GUITTIEREZ 

During my journey, I was fortunate to connect with other 

PRP members:  Su Chaplin, in Green Bay, Wisconsin and 

Reg and Karen Dumont in Regina, Saskatchewan.  Reg 

assisted me in giving lessons for almost two weeks in 

several cities throughout that province.   

I am originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, of Mexican 

descent, I’m also a Green Bay Packers’ fan, which makes 

me a “Mexican Cheesehead”.  I have lived in Florida half 

my life now, 32 years.  Most people don’t know that I 

played soccer in college and participated in several high 

school musicals.  I truly enjoy singing and dancing to this 

day!  Check out my website(copy/paste to your browser):   

www.CoachAndyG.com  email:  srandyg@gmail.com 
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 MORE PRP HAPPENINGS... 

CONGRATULATIONS TOURNAMENT PLAYERS!!!!! 

We are so sorry to report that the photos taken at the AAU tournament and placed on the website were 

not labeled and without labels we are unable to determine medal winners who are PRP members.  Sad-

ly, we decided to not post any medal pictures this month to avoid leaving out any deserving players. 

However, let us say to all of you…. Congratulations on your wins at the Florida Senior Games,  South 

Florida Slam in Plantation, Fl, Florida State Championships, and AAU’s Pickleball Outdoor National 

Tournament in Punta Gorda.  Well played and well deserved!   

If you earned a medal recently in a tournament, we would love to add that to the newsletter.  Please share a photo and tell 

us the name of the tournament and division you played.  THANKS! 

 

PEACE RIVER PICKLERS’ CHALLENGE!!! 

Come cheer on your favorite team on the Picklers Challenge. The Challenge begins the week of Jan-
uary 7th, with four teams: 

• Hot Shots coached by Gary and Donna Wilson

• Kitchen Crew coached by Pete Reilly and Joel Shaffer

• Ernie Killers coached by Richard Beaulieu and Melissa Eichmeyer-Shaffer

• Kiss My Ace coached by Steve Roforth and Susan Tant

The teams will challenge each other for five weeks in hopes of capturing the most wins to be crowned 
the Pickler Challenge Champions.  The big finals will be played on Sunday, Feb 10th at South County 
Outdoor courts. Mark your calendars, as every PRP member is invited!!  More information will follow 
in the February issue of the newsletter.  To see more information on team listings and updated scores 
of the teams, please see the Peace River Picklers website under the "Challenge" page.   

We would like to thank Melissa Eichmeyer-Shaffer for her efforts to organize and make this happen for all of us! And 
thanks also to the team coaches!  Now, let’s go play! 

GO PICKLERS!!! 

Our Social Committee will be hosting a picnic at the “Picklers Challenge” Finals 

Event! So, come out and cheer on your fellow Picklers as they compete to win 

the Challenge!  See you at South County on February 10th!!! 



SOME SPACE STILL AVAILABLE  TO  

PARTICIPATE WITH TYSON McGUFFIN 

The #1 Pro Singles Pickleball player in the world has joined forces with Pickleball Maga-

zine’s LevelUp Camps. He will be leading two back-to-back camps at South County Rec 

Center for 3.0-4.0 players!  Both sessions offer 15 hours of instruction over three days:   

Session I: January 28-30  or 

Session II: February 1-3 

The Camps are designed for levels 3.0-4.0 with students partnered on courts with similar 

skill levels.  Since all the drills are cooperative, the skill discrepancy between players is 

never a factor in the overall experience of the camp.  Instructors build a strong foundation 

on fundamentals and mechanics, as well as an emphasis on strategy, point building and per-

centage play. Student/instructor ratio is 8:1. The camps include video feedback, pro demon-

strations, group drills, and plenty of individual attention on all aspects of the game. 

Sign up now for this unique opportunity!  For more info on cost and content, copy/paste the following to your web 

browser:  www.thepickleballmag.com  

Click on LevelUp Camps, (scroll down to McGuffin on the above dates.).  It is listed as Ft. Myers, but it will actually take 

place in Punta Gorda at South County Rec Center, outdoor courts.  Shade and water will be provided to participants.  

 EVEN MORE PRP HAPPENINGS... 

Kudos to a few of our dedicated PRP vol-

unteers!!! Pete Parsil (pictured), Brooke 

Minnich, and Jean Standifer worked to 

create and hang permanent number signs 

at the Cooper Street courts. 

Just a few of our wonderful PRP volunteers at work... 

Susan McKittrick and Frances Gammie 

held an instructional class in December 

at South County for first-time players, 

all French–speaking Canadian friends. 

Très amusant!  

http://www.thepickleballmag.com


AND EVEN MORE PRP HAPPENINGS…. 

Holy Moly!!! Our January/February Drills/Skills/Leagues filled up fast!!! 

This is a tribute to both our leaders/instructors as well as our members who are striving to be-

come better players and looking for some fun competition. We are offering instructional classes 

to beginners, drills/skills for both beginners and intermediate players, and a wide variety of 

leagues:  mixed, ladies only, men’s only, singles, 65+, novice, intermediate, morning leagues, evening leagues, 

weekday and weekend leagues.  For those players wanting to participate in any program, it is vital that you look 

on our website to stay informed of programs and their start dates.  Please sign up for these sessions ONLY if you 

can attend all sessions, as we are experiencing a heavy interest in all and for everyone’s enjoyment (including 

leaders), it is important for you to play all sessions.    Our website provides information on availability, signing up 

for sessions, and a printable calendar/schedule.  Because the information is released via e-mail and is on the web-

site, and to avoid repetition, we will no longer include them in the newsletter.  So once again, visit the fabulous 

website by copying/pasting the following to your web browser:   www.peaceriverpicklers.com

Peace River Picklers pickleball shirts for sale!!!! 

Contact: Frances Gammie 

Location: inside South County Recreation Center 

When:  January 9th – 26th (except Sundays) 

***  Cash or check required when order form is com-
pleted.  Pick-up available around Feb. 7th at South 
County 

THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS TO  

LACEY SOLOMON 

(MANAGER OF SOUTH COUNTY RECREATION CENTER) 

We would like to congratulate Lacey Solomon, currently the Manager of the South County Recreational Center, as she 

immediately assumes a new position with Charlotte County as Construction Project Manager.  Lacey has been very sup-

portive of Pickleball and Peace River Picklers at the Rec Center and we thank her for all she has done. 

A lovely cake-cutting ceremony was hosted by the staff at the Rec Center and several PRP members were in attendance to 

express their thanks.  As a token of appreciation, a gift was presented from Peace River Picklers.  Best of luck, Lacey and 

thank you from all members of Peace River Picklers! 

Cake-cutting ceremony at South County Rec Center. 

Gloria Reilly and Doug Gammie presenting a parting 

gift to Lacey in appreciation for all she has done for 

PRP. 

https://www.peaceriverpicklers.com


2018 Holiday Gala was a huge success!! 

We wish to thank all members who participated in our Holiday Charity Drive for the Homeless Coalition of 
Charlotte County and the Brookdale Senior Living Center in Punta 
Gorda. Many clothing items, as well as toiletries were collected and 
distributed to these two organizations.  A big  THANKS  to Susan 
McKittrick and her team for organizing the collection and delivering 
to the above charities, and also in providing our members a way to 
help others during the Holiday season. 

Thanks to Our awesome Hostess 

Susan McKittrick 

TAT2 



INFORMATION FOR ALL 

 COURTESY PLEASE!!! 

As the courts get increasingly busy and paddles are lined up for the next available court, PLEASE keep 

your eyes open when your time is getting close.  Nothing is more frustrating than holding up the next 

four paddles, calling players to a court with no response.  And PLEASE, have a ball with you!!  Keep 

your eyes open, ears perked, and ball in hand. 

Please avoid walking onto another court to retrieve your ball, even when the other team’s play is over!  Call “ball on court” 

and wait for the ball to be retrieved.  When returning a ball to another court, try your best to see where the ball needs to go 

and get it to the player.   

Please use the entrance gates getting to and from your court, avoiding walking across another court in play.  

Do you know that it is a rule to call the score clearly before you begin your serving motion?  Receivers…  be ready, refrain 

from chatting and holding up play.  If you need a little time to discuss your play or strategy, just call a time out.  

Remember….  An “out ball” call is the decision of the receiving side.  We all try our best to make the right call, but if you are 

the receiver and you are not sure and your partner did not see it, it is an “IN” ball.  Just call it in. 

 *******  NET RULES ******* 

As the wind has increased on the courts we’ve been hearing more discussions about Net Rules.  It was surprising how many 

differing opinions we heard.  So, we pulled right from the rule book so that we can all become familiar.  

11.L.1.  The net and wires or strings holding up the net are positioned (mostly) on the court.  Therefore, if the ball strikes the

top of the net or strikes the top net wire or string and lands inbounds, then it remains in play.

11.L.2.  The ball may not travel between the net and the net post.

11.L.3.  The player is allowed to go around the net post and cross the imaginary extension line of the net after the ball is hit,

so long as the player or any item he or she is/was wearing or carrying does not touch the opponent’s court.  If the player goes

around the net post and crosses the imaginary extension line of the net but does not make contact with the ball, a fault will be

declared.

11.L.4.  If a player hits the ball over the net into the opponent’s court, and then the ball bounces back over the net without

being touched by the opponent, the striking player wins the rally.

11.L.5.  When net systems have a horizontal bar that includes a center base: If the ball hits the horizontal bar or the center
base before going over the net, it is a fault.  If the ball goes over the net and hits the center base or the horizontal bar or the
ball gets caught between the net and the horizontal bar before touching the court, it is a let and will be replayed.

IMPORTANT REMINDER FOR ALL PLAYERS  

AT SOUTH COUNTY REC CENTER, OUTDOOR COURTS 

It is the responsibility of all of us to be sure that the nets are returned to their respective storage area after we are finished 

playing.  If someone left them for you, you are still responsible for returning them to storage and locked up.  Remember, 

these courts are multi-purpose courts, occasionally used for tennis.  Also, please carry the nets by the horizontal bar, not 

pulling on the net itself.  Tears in nets are a real issue!  Thank you! 

Also…  if you see any damage to one of our nets, please email Pete Reilly at  peteglo.reilly@gmail.com 

IF YOU ARE A LEAGUE OR DRILLS/SKILLS LEADER….  It is your responsibility to make sure that all nets are re-

turned to the storage areas and locked up before you leave.  If there are players waiting to play after your league is finished, 

ask how many nets they need and leave those, but remind those players it is their responsibility to put them away.  If we 

receive complaints from tennis players we could lose our rights to use these multi-use courts.  PLEASE!!!!! 

mailto:peteglo.reilly@gmail.com


Miscellaneous Info/Fun... 

PICKLEBALL NEW YEARS’ RESOLUTIONS!!! 

...some funny...some more serious...are any of these on your list? 

In 2019, I will… 

*Stop giving “cookies” as presents to my opponents

*Drink more water!

*Stop walking through active playing courts

*Practice! Practice! Practice!

*Drill with purpose

*Have a consistent warm-up routine

*Play nice with my spouse/partner (no eye-rolls)

*Be friendly and respectful to all players– from novice to pro

*Communicate better with my partners

*Visit the PRP website regularly

*Get involved with club volunteer work

*Read the newsletter (this means you– Cathy)  Ha Ha

*Play more!!!!

In Punta Gorda: 
     Gilchrist Park, West Retta Esplanade 

     South County Rec Center,  670 Cooper Street 

In Port Charlotte: 
     Harold Avenue Rec Center,  23400 Harold Avenue 

In Englewood: 
     Tringali Sports Center, 3460 N. Access Rd 

PEACE RIVER PICKLERS 
Mission Statement: 

The Mission of the Peace River Picklers, Inc. pickleball 
club is to promote pickleball through education, clinics, and 
competitive tournaments to residents of Charlotte County 
and surrounding areas as well as providing opportunities for 
competitive and social pickleball activities. Our overall 
theme is to encourage sportsmanship and camaraderie 
through fun and exercise.  



News from Sue Carman…. 

A Happy New Year to everyone!  It sure will be

for our PicklePlex™!  Construction continues with an antic-

ipated early March opening of the first 16 courts!  

Pictures taken of the grading on the week of December 17, 

the size is amazing!  

 PicklePlex™ Team Makes Formal Presenta-

tion to Charlotte County Commissioners  

The PicklePlex team went before the Charlotte County Com-

missions on December 11th in a plea for financial support for 

the next phase of the project.  Several pickleball players 

stood and spoke in support of our efforts, others were there 

in numbers showing their support.  The commissioners all 

expressed interest, that it is a worthy project, and asked that 

we submit more documentation before they take a vote on a 

financial commitment.  Needless to say, we are on it and will 

be back in front of the commissioners soon!   

BUT WAIT…  THERE’S MORE 

Our other fundraising is ongoing and very exciting for individuals, groups of individuals, businesses and organizations.  The 

PicklePlex™ website outlines other options that are available that offer you a piece of the big pie (besides playing at this 

amazing venue).  Sponsoring a court, a bleacher,  a covered picnic area, the fountain, etc.  Check it out, this is the opportuni-

ty we’ve all been waiting for.  Cut/paste the following into your browser to go to the website. www.pickleplex.org

NEW AND FUN FUNDRAISING ACTIVITY UNDER WAY 

A new fundraising effort has begun that helps to add class and beauty to the walkway around the new 

PicklePlex™.  Individuals or groups can purchase a brick, or a series of bricks that can be engraved 

with a forever expression of your support.  If you are interested, BRICKS can be purchased for $100 

each by cutting/pasting the following link to your browser and to their website:    

https://polarengraving.com/pickleplexofpuntagorda 

Looking For Qualified Individuals 

The PicklePlex™ team is seeking qualified individuals in the 

pickleball community to assist in marketing and fundraising 

activities as we move forward in the development of our awe-

some complex.  If you have previous experience and are in-

terested in working with this dynamic team of volunteer indi-

viduals, please contact Sue Carman (sue@pickleplex.org). 

https://polarengraving.com/pickleplexofpuntagorda
mailto:sue@pickleplex.org
https://www.pickleplex.org



